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actions were in opposition to the doctrines of their
religion. But at the same time, we find that those
conquerors who were anxious to act according to the
doctrines of their religion did practise tolerance, and
granted amnesty, security, and protection to all their
subjects, irrespective of caste or creed. History fur-
nishes us with innumerable instances of the tolerance of
Moslem conquerors, and we shall here quote a few
remarks made by various Christian writers, which
prcne the tolerant spirit of Islam.

Though we are told that the Moriscoes were banished
because they would not turn Christians, I suspect there
was another cause. I suspect they, by their argu-
ments, so gained upon the Christians, that the ignorant
monks thought that the only way their arguments could
be answered was by the Inquisition and the sword ; and
I have no doubt they were right, as far as their
wretched powers of answering them extended. In the
countries conquered by the Caliphs, the peaceable
inhabitants, whether Greeks, Persians, Sabeans, or
Hindus, were not put to the sword as the Christians
have represented, but after the conquest was termin-
ated, were left in the peaceable possession of their
properties and religion, paying a tax for the enjoyment
of this latter privilege, so trifling as to be an oppres-
sion to none. In all the history of the Caliphs, there
cannot be shown anything half so infamous as the
Inquisition, nor a single instance of an individual burnt
for his religious opinion, nor, do I believe, put to death
in a time of peace for simply not embracing the religion
of Islam. No doubt the later Mohammedan con-
querors, in their expeditions, have been guilty of the
great cruelties Christian authors have sedulously laid
to the charge of their religion ; but this is not just.
Assuredly religious bigotry increased the evils of war,
but in this the Mohammedan conquerors were not worse
than the Christians.

John Davenport, in his " Apology," writes in the
following strain : " It was at the Council of Nicea that
Constantino invested the priesthood with that power
whence flowed the most disastrous consequences, as the
following summary will show : the massacres and
devastations of nine mad crusades of Christians against
uno ft ending Turks, during nearly two hundred years,